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!N INTELLECTUAL APPRECIATION
.ICK 3TEVENSON
5NIVERSITY OF  .OTTINGHAM
)N REREADING SOME OF 2OGER 3ILVERSTONES WORK TO WRITE THIS REVIEW 
) WAS STRUCK BY THE CENTRALITY OF A PREOCCUPATION WITH HOME IN HIS WRITING 
4HIS IS PERHAPS STILL UNUSUAL FOR MEDIA SCHOLARS WHO ARE BETTER KNOWN FOR 
FOCUSING UPON PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND SOCIAL AND CULTURAL TRANSFORMATIONS 
5NTIL THE ADVENT OF @AUDIENCE STUDIES A CONCERN WITH THE MEDIA TENDED TO 
PUSH THE CRITIC AWAY FROM THE PRIVATE SPHERE INTO MORE PUBLIC ENGAGEMENTS 
9ET LIKE HIS INTELLECTUAL FOREBEAR 2AYMOND 7ILLIAMS AND MUCH FEMINIST 
WORK 3ILVERSTONES NUMEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS ARE AN INTELLECTUAL ANTIDOTE 
TO ANYONE WHO FINDS THEMSELVES UNINTENTIONALLY REIFYING THE DIVISIONS 
BETWEEN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 0ERHAPS THIS WAS INDEED A CONSEQUENCE OF HIS 
SENSE OF CONNECTION TO HIS OWN FAMILY OR PERHAPS AS ONE OF HIS OBITUARIES 
MENTIONS LOSING HIS OWN FATHER AT AN EARLY AGE #URRAN AND ,IVINGSTONE 
	 7HATEVER THE PERSONAL SOURCE OF  THE CONCERN WITH THE RICHNESS 
OF PLACE AND LOCATION IT IS A CONTINUOUS PRESENCE IN 2OGER 3ILVERSTONES 
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION  TO OUR UNDERSTANDING OF  THE MEDIA OF MASS 
COMMUNICATION
7HILE THERE IS NOT SPACE HERE TO PROVIDE A DETAILED REVIEW OF HIS WORK 
) THINK IT IS HIS BOOK 4ELEVISION AND %VERYDAY ,IFE 	 WHICH IS MOST 
LIKELY TO BE REMEMBERED BY MEDIA SCHOLARS IN THE FUTURE 4HIS MIGHT SEEM 
LIKE AN ODD CLAIM GIVEN THAT IT HAS PROBABLY BEEN OUTSOLD MANY TIMES OVER 
BY THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER 7HY 3TUDY THE -EDIA 	 (OWEVER 
WHILE THIS BOOK PARTIALLY RESPONDS TO MANY OF THE NEW AGENDAS RELATED TO 
GLOBALIZATION AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY WITH WHICH 3ILVERSTONES WORK 
BECAME SO MEMORABLY ENGAGED MOST OF HIS MAJOR THEMES CAN BE TRACED 
BACK TO THE EARLIER VOLUME 0ARTIALLY AGAINST THE THENDOMINANT TRADITIONS 
WITHIN MEDIA STUDIES THAT SOUGHT TO REDUCE ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION TO 
EITHER QUESTIONS OF POLITICAL ECONOMY OR TEXTUAL FORMS OF ANALYSIS HIS WORK 
GENTLY INSISTS THAT WE UNDERSTAND TELEVISION THROUGH THE WAYS IN WHICH 
IT OCCUPIES DOMESTIC SETTINGS
7RITTEN WHILE HE WAS 0ROFESSOR OF -EDIA 3TUDIES AT  THE 5NIVERSITY 
OF 3USSEX THIS WORK IS AN INTERDISCIPLINARY APPRECIATION OF THE WAYS IN 
D T Q N O D @ M  I N T Q M @ K  N E

D T QN O D @ M  I N T Q M@ K  N E  B T KS T Q@ K  RS T C H D R       	

WHICH THE USES AND CONSUMPTION OF TELEVISION CAN BE CONNECTED TO THE 
ROUTINES AND ORDINARY RITUALS OF EVERYDAY LIFE )N THIS RESPECT HE ARGUES 
THAT  IF A PUBLIC SPHERE HAS CONSTITUTED ITSELF  IN MODERN SOCIETY  THEN IT 
IS A PROFOUNDLY SUBURBAN PUBLIC  SPHERE 4HE  INCREASING DOMINANCE OF 
MIDDLECLASS SUBURBAN STYLES OF LIVING HAD SHAPED THE WAYS IN WHICH MANY 
PEOPLE INTERACTED WITH TELEVISION 4ELEVISION THEN HAD TO BE ADOPTED FOR 
A WORLD BASED UPON THE HOME AS A PLACE OF MALE RELAXATION AND WOMENS 
WORK 4HE RETREAT  INTO  THE HOME AWAY  FROM PUBLIC  SPACE  IN POSTWAR 
SOCIETY WAS BOTH A WAY OF AVOIDING CONFLICT WHILE LIVING WITH @OTHERS AND 
SETTLING INTO THE COMFORT OF HOMOGENEOUS COMMUNITIES )N THIS RESPECT 
BOTH TELEVISION AND THE SUBURBS WERE OVERWHELMINGLY CONCERNED WITH 
QUESTIONS OF DOMESTICATION AND SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DISTANCE 4ELEVISION 
NOT ONLY HELPS TO CREATE CERTAIN DOMESTIC SPACES THROUGH THE ROLE THAT IT 
PLAYS WITHIN THE HOME IN HELPING CONSTRUCT A WORLD OF 46 DINNERS AND 
THE LOUNGE AREA BUT MUCH OF ITS POPULAR ENTERTAINMENT IS ALSO FOCUSED 
UPON SUBURBAN LIVING THROUGH POPULAR SOAP OPERAS AND @SUITABLE FAMILY 
ENTERTAINMENT 4ELEVISION THEN IS PERHAPS POORLY UNDERSTOOD AS A PLACE OF 
RADICAL POSSIBILITY OR AS THE EXPRESSION OF THE HOMOGENEOUS MASS SOCIETY 
)N THIS RESPECT MANY OF THE DEBATES SURROUNDING TELEVISION ARE CONCERNED 
WITH QUESTIONS OF SAFETY AND SECURITY (ERE 3ILVERSTONE TREADS A CAREFUL LINE 
BETWEEN THOSE WHO REDUCE AUDIENCE STUDIES TO THE SEMIOTIC PRODUCTIVITY 
OF THE ACTIVE CONSUMER AND THE SWEEPING GENERALIZATIONS OF THOSE WHO 
ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE POLITICALLY PACIFYING ROLE OF  THE MEDIA )F  THE 
INTERCONNECTIONS BETWEEN TELEVISION AND THE SUBURBS CREATE  @A POLITICS 
OF DEFENCE  3ILVERSTONE  	 HE REMAINED CONCERNED WITH HOW 
THE MEDIA MIGHT BECOME CONNECTED TO MORE SUBSTANTIVE CONCERNS AND 
AGENDAS 4HESE REFLECTIONS WOULD LATER LEAD INTO AN IMPORTANT COLLECTION 
ON THE POLITICS AND CULTURES OF  SUBURBAN  LIVING 3ILVERSTONE 	  )F 
SUBURBIA WAS CONSTRUCTED  TO DEAL WITH  THE ANXIETY OF /THERNESS  THEN 
IT COULD ONLY EVER BE PARTIALLY SUCCESSFUL IN THIS QUEST SUGGESTING THAT IT 
REMAINS A SPACE NOT SO MUCH OF CONFORMITY BUT OF AMBIVALENCE
9ET IF THESE CONCERNS CAN BE TRACED THROUGH A RANGE OF BOOKS AND PAPERS 
WRITTEN  THROUGHOUT  THE S  THESE  THEMES WOULD BECOME RADICALLY 
RESHAPED IN WHAT WAS TO BECOME HIS FINAL PROJECT "Y THIS POINT 2OGER 
3ILVERSTONE HAD MOVED TO BECOME PROFESSOR AT THE ,ONDON 3CHOOL OF %CO
NOMICS THEN UNDER THE DIRECTORSHIP OF !NTHONY 'IDDENS	 WHERE HE WAS SOON 
JOINED BY A FORMIDABLE MEDIA TEAM THAT INCLUDED BOTH 3ONIA ,IVINGSTONE 
AND .ICK #OULDRY )T IS CURRENTLY HARD TO JUDGE WHETHER 3ILVERSTONES 	 
FINAL WORK ON MEDIA AND MORALITY WILL HAVE THE LASTING IMPACT OF SOME OF 
HIS OTHER VOLUMES (OWEVER WHAT IS BEYOND QUESTION IS THAT IT IS CURRENTLY 
THE MAJOR WORK ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE MEDIA AND AN EMERGENT 
GLOBAL CIVIL SOCIETY &URTHER DESPITE APPEARANCES TO THE CONTRARY SOME OF 
HIS EARLIER THEMES AND INTERESTS ARE NEVER FAR FROM THE SURFACE
2OGER 3ILVERSTONES NEW BOOK MIGHT AT FIRST THOUGHT PRESENT US WITH 
A PARADOX (OW IS IT THAT SOMEONE SO PREOCCUPIED WITH THE DOMESTICATION 
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OF TELEVISION WOULD BECOME SO DEEPLY CONNECTED TO A DEBATE THAT MANY 
CURRENTLY DISMISS AS BEING OVERLY ABSTRACT AND CUT AWAY FROM THE WAYS IN 
WHICH MANY ORDINARY CITIZENS LIVE AND UNDERSTAND THEIR LIVES 3URELY IT 
COULD BE OBJECTED THAT TALK OF A GLOBAL CIVIL SOCIETY DOES NOT EXIST OUTSIDE 
OF THE IMAGINATIONS OF A FEW ACADEMICS THE INCREASINGLY PLACELESS GLOBAL 
ÏLITE AND A SMALL BAND OF DEDICATED CAMPAIGNERS SUCH AS !MNESTY )NTER 
NATIONAL OR 'REENPEACE .OT A BIT OF IT )N THE OPENING PAGES OF THIS REMARK
ABLE BOOK 3ILVERSTONE REFLECTS UPON THE VOICE OF AN !FGHANI BLACKSMITH HE 
HAD HEARD INTERVIEWED ON ""# RADIO 4HIS VOICE COMMONLY AVAILABLE TO 
ANYONE TUNING INTO THE LUNCHTIME NEWS TELLS A STORY OF HUMAN VULNERABILITY 
WAR AND PERSONAL SUFFERING /UR COMMON MEDIA LIVES ARE NOW AWASH WITH 
THE SOUNDS IMAGES AND REPRESENTATIONS OFFERING A DAILY ENCOUNTER WITH THE 
STRANGER (ERE IN THE OPENING PAGES IT IS ALMOST AS IF THE MORE POSITIVE 
FEATURES OF GLOBALIZATION OFFER US THE POSSIBILITY IF ONLY FOR A MOMENT	 
OF MOVING BEYOND THE SAFENESS OF THE SUBURBS )N THIS RESPECT OUR SHARED 
MEDIA SPACE  IS MORE THAN THE EFFECT OF  THE COMMODIFICATION STRATEGIES 
OF MEDIA CONGLOMERATES BUT IS BETTER UNDERSTOOD AS A DISORDERLY AND PLURAL 
SPACE 3UCH FEATURES NECESSARILY INTRODUCE A RANGE OF COSMOPOLITAN ETHICAL 
CONCERNS  IN TERMS OF QUESTIONS OF  JUSTICE RESPONSIBILITY AND RESPECT FOR 
/THERNESS ACROSS  THE DISSOLVABLE BOUNDARIES OF  THE NATIONSTATE 4HESE 
FEATURES ARE NOT SO MUCH CAPTURED BY THE IDEA OF THE PUBLIC SPHERE BUT ARE 
BETTER UNDERSTOOD AS SIGNIFYING A @MEDIAPOLIS 4HIS IS THE MEDIATED SPACE 
WHERE WE CAN COMMUNICATE LEARN ABOUT OTHERS AND TAKE RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ONE ANOTHER
!T THIS POINT IN THE ARGUMENT 3ILVERSTONE DRAWS HEAVILY ON A TIMELY 
REREADING OF (ANNAH !RENDT )T IS NOT SURPRISING THAT IN THESE DARK TIMES 
MANY ARE SEEKING TO REVIVE !RENDTS CONCERNS GIVEN HER DELIBERATIONS 
ON  THE NOTION OF  REPUBLICAN DEMOCRACY  IN  THE  FACE OF  TOTALITARIANISM 
IMPERIALISM AND OF COURSE  THE THREAT OF MASS  SOCIETY /FTEN UNJUSTLY 
DISMISSED AS A CONSERVATIVE CRITIC 3ILVERSTONE SEEKS TO REDISCOVER THROUGH 
!RENDT THE PUBLIC ART OF BEING WITH OTHERS )N PARTICULAR !RENDT STRESSES 
THE ROLE OF PUBLIC JUDGEMENT RESPONSIBILITY AND PERHAPS ABOVE ALL THE 
HUMAN CAPACITY TO THINK AS THE BEST SHIELD AGAINST POLITICAL CATASTROPHE 
! NEW GLOBAL POLITICAL  CULTURE  THEN  IS NOT BROUGHT ABOUT  THROUGH A 
-C,UHANITE TECHNOLOGICAL TRANSFORMATION BUT DEPENDS UPON OUR SHARED 
MORAL AND INTELLECTUAL CAPACITIES 4HE MEDIAS ABILITY TO BE ABLE TO STRETCH 
RELATIONS OF TIME AND SPACE IN PARTICULAR POSES QUESTIONS RELATED TO OUR 
CIVIC IMAGINATION
4HESE FEATURES  REASONS 3ILVERSTONE ARE MOST SEVERELY TESTED BY THE 
THREAT TO COMPLEX THINKING AND FEELING BY THE RHETORIC OF EVIL )N THIS CONTEXT 
3ILVERSTONE IS MOST CONCERNED BY THE WAY THAT THE LANGUAGES OF EVIL SEEK TO 
EXCLUDE A CONSIDERATION OF PLURALITY AND COMMON HUMANITY $ESTROYING 
OUR COMMON ABILITY FOR COMPLEX COMMUNICATION SIMPLISTIC CATEGORIES OF 
GOOD AND EVIL HAVE IN RECENT HISTORY BEEN MOBILIZED BY BOTH !MERICAN 
POPULAR CULTURE AND RELIGIOUS FUNDAMENTALISM (OWEVER WE SHOULD BE 
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CAREFUL SHOULD WE SUGGEST THAT SUCH RHETORIC HAS ENTIRELY COLONIZED GLOBAL 
MEDIATED SPACE &OR EXAMPLE 3ILVERSTONES EXTENSIVE RESEARCH ON @MINORITY 
MEDIA REVEALS NOT ONLY COMPLEX PATTERNS OF IDENTIFICATION AND ASSOCIATION 
BUT ALSO THE CONTINUING IMPORTANCE OF DIFFERENT NATIONAL MEDIA TRADITIONS 
)N THIS RESPECT SHARED CULTURES OF NATIONAL PUBLIC SERVICE BROADCASTING CAN 
SEEK TO PRESERVE PUBLIC CULTURES OF INCLUSION WHERE @MINORITY VOICES ARE 
ACTIVELY ENCOURAGED 9ET WITHIN THE GLOBAL @MEDIAPOLIS THE TRADITIONS OF 
NATIONAL PUBLIC SERVICE BROADCASTING ARE UNLIKELY TO BE RETURNED TO THE 
DOMINANT POSITION THAT THEY ONCE HELD -EDIATED SPACE RESISTS ATTEMPTS 
BY STATES TO REGULATE AND ORDER THE FLOW OF INFORMATION 4HIS DOES NOT OF 
COURSE MEAN THAT PUBLIC FORMS OF REGULATION SHOULD BE ABANDONED BUT 
MORE RADICALLY ASKS US TO THINK LESS IN TERMS OF STATE REGULATION AND MORE 
IN TERMS OF PERSONAL ETHICS
3UCH CONCERNS INEVITABLY RAISE QUESTIONS SUCH AS COULD A GLOBAL MEDIA 
BECOME A SPACE OF JUSTICE AND HOW MIGHT WE ACT RESPONSIBLY AS CONSUMERS 
AS WELL AS PRODUCERS IN A MEDIATED WORLD 'IVEN 3ILVERSTONES EARLIER CON
CERNS ABOUT THE DOMESTICATION OF THE MEDIA IT IS PERHAPS NOT SURPRISING 
THAT ISSUES RELATED TO QUESTIONS OF HOSPITALITY PREOCCUPY HIS REFLECTIONS AT 
THIS POINT )NDEED WE CANNOT BE HOSPITABLE TOWARDS THE /THER UNLESS WE 
HAVE A SHARED SENSE OF HOME )N THIS RESPECT WE DO NOT SIMPLY COEXIST WITH 
THE STRANGER BUT THEY MUST BE MORE ORDINARILY INVITED INTO OUR IMAGINATIONS 
OUR DOMESTIC TECHNOLOGIES AND OF COURSE OUR HOMES )F SUBURBIA TENDS TO 
SUGGEST THAT WE KEEP THE /THER AT A SAFE DISTANCE THEN A GLOBAL COSMOPOLITAN 
ETHICS INSISTS THAT WE LEARN HOW TO SHARE SPACE AND TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
ONE ANOTHER -EDIA ETHICS  IN THIS REREADING BECOMES LESS ABOUT RIGHTS 
AND MORE CONCERNED WITH QUESTIONS OF DUTY AND CARE 3UCH DELIBERATIONS 
MAKE LITTLE SENSE OUTSIDE OF CONSIDERATIONS OF WHAT A GOOD MEDIA OR INDEED 
A GOOD SOCIETY MIGHT LOOK LIKE 4HESE CONCERNS ARE ALSO A LONG WAY FROM 
POSTMODERN CELEBRATIONS OF SEMIOTIC DIVERSITY OR MORE NATIONALISTDRIVEN 
DESIRES TO RETURN TO PURER  LESS CONTAMINATED MEDIA FLOWS (OWEVER  IF 
WE ARE TO OPEN OUR HOMES TO THE /THER THIS REQUIRES A RENEWED EMPHASIS 
UPON QUESTIONS OF MEDIA LITERACY )F AS HAS BEEN WIDELY DEBATED WE ARE 
CURRENTLY CAUGHT IN THE GRIP OF A WIDESPREAD DECLINE IN THE QUALITY OF PUBLIC 
LIFE THE PARADOX WE MUST FACE IS THAT WE ARE AT THE SAME TIME BECOMING 
INCREASINGLY GLOBALLY CONNECTED 3UCH A SITUATION POTENTIALLY OPENS THE 
QUESTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL REGULATION OF THE MEDIA BUT PERHAPS MORE 
PROFOUNDLY CALLS  FOR A NEW CIVIC PROJECT BASED UPON MEDIA RATHER THAN 
BOOKBASED LITERACY )N A WORLD AWASH WITH IMAGES AND NARRATIVES THEN AN 
EDUCATIVE EMPHASIS NEEDS TO BE PLACED UPON OUR SHARED ABILITIES TO BE ABLE 
TO READ AND INTERPRET THIS WORLD IN NEW WAYS 4HE UNDERPINNING ETHICAL 
CONCERN THAT WOULD  INFORM SUCH A PROJECT  SHOULD BE WHAT 3ILVERSTONE 
CALLS ON MORE THAN ONE OCCASION @PROPER DISTANCE  	 4HIS IS A 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE MEDIATED /THER WHICH RECOGNIZES THAT OUR MORAL 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR OUR DIRECT NEIGHBOURS IS AS IMPORTANT AS IT IS FOR STRANGERS 
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.OT SURPRISINGLY GIVEN HIS RECOGNITION THAT WE ARE LIKELY TO CARE FOR THOSE 
CLOSEST TO US THIS IS LIKELY TO BE A DEMANDING REQUIREMENT
) WAS NOT ONE OF THOSE  LUCKY ENOUGH TO HAVE MET 2OGER 3ILVERSTONE 
IN PERSON 4HIS ALMOST HAPPENED ONCE OR TWICE BUT ) ALWAYS SEEMED TO 
ARRIVE JUST TOO LATE 'IVEN SOME OF THE APPRECIATIONS OF HIM THAT ) HAVE 
READ HE IS A MAN WHO WILL BE DEEPLY MISSED BY THOSE WHO KNEW HIM !S 
) HOPE ) HAVE DEMONSTRATED HE HAS LEFT BEHIND HIM A FORMIDABLE BODY 
OF WORK AND CRITICAL REFLECTION (IS FINAL WORK IS ONE OF THE MOST ORIGINAL 
TEXTS WITHIN MEDIA AND CULTURAL STUDIES THAT ) HAVE READ FOR MANY YEARS 
AND WILL UNDOUBTEDLY FIND AN AUDIENCE ACROSS A NUMBER OF DISCIPLINES 
)F HE DREAMT OF A WORLD WHERE WE MIGHT ALL LEARN TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ONE ANOTHER HE WAS NEVER BLIND TO THE DIFFICULTIES OF SUCH A TASK AND 
OF THE CRUCIAL ROLE PLAYED BY THE MEDIA 4HE SUBTLE WAYS IN WHICH HE WAS 
ABLE TO LINK THE LOCALNESS OF OUR EVERYDAY INVESTMENTS TO A SENSE OF GLOBAL 
TRANSFORMATION MEANS THAT HE WILL BE A POWERFUL VOICE FOR SOME TIME TO 
COME (IS WORK OFFERS A TIMELY REMINDER NOT ONLY THAT MANY OF OUR CENTRAL 
QUESTIONS ARE LIKELY TO REMAIN WITH US OVER TIME BUT HOW THESE NEED TO 
BE CONSTANTLY RETHOUGHT TO MEET THE CHALLENGES OF NEW TIMES
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